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.. ne MAILING DATE of this com municadon appears n die coyer sheet 

^SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE a MONTH(S) FROM 

. , NO period for reply is specified above the ™™ statu LusX ap^Ltion to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

" ^reS 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 June 2002 , 
r— , x- • cikiai 2blt>3 This action is non-final. 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/a. 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4M Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5)D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 1and2 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10 □ The dlingis, filed on _ is/are: a,D accepted or „,□ objected to by the Exam e 

Applicant may no. revest »ta« any obiectlon to the drawing be held ,n abeyance See 37 CFR h85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheetts) including the correction is required If the drawing(s) ,s objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
, 1 ,□ ZIZ^^L* is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Q All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application Na 

— | r ..... j._ u„,,« KoAn roneaivfiH in th 



S Sir^ oopi: 17Z^ ^ -a bean received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not rece.ved. 
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Pacie 2 

Application/Control Number: 1 0/031 ,432 
Art Unit: 3651 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
Specification 

1 . This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

2. Title for each separated section of the specification is required. For example, - 
Background of the Invention, Summary of the Invention 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims Pf^.^ out and dist ' nCt,y 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Both method claims recite a narrative of what happens in passive terms. It is not 
clear and distinct as to which method step is actually being performed and claimed. Per 
USPTO Practice, a process claim should indicate what acts comprise performance of 
the method. For example, the method should be defined in terms of actively recited 
steps, such as "compiling an order batch, creating identification codes, reading, sorting, 
forwarding " 

It is strongly suggested that claims 1 and 2 be rewritten in the proper form 
adhering to US normal practices. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent m the Un.ted 
States. 

6. Claims 1 and 2, as best understood are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rosenbaum et al. 5,031 ,223. 

Rosenbaum discloses a postal sorting process per claimed invention. 
Rosenbaum '223 process comprises sorting the mail pieces at a first location and 
assigning barcodes to the mail pieces for subsequent sorting at a second location. The 
process comprises forwarding a list of the barcodes to the second location via electronic 
means. The sorting process at the second location comprises scanning the barcodes on 
the mail pieces and matching the barcodes with the list of the barcodes. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoi H Tran whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1113. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on (703) 308-1 1 1 3. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Art Unit; 3651 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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